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18 November 1856

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistmy of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte presided and
also served as clerk, the major issue was Van Raalte's call to Pella, Iowa. The minutes include VR's letter to the
consistory of the First Reformed Church in which he outlines his educational concerns relating to the Holland
Academy. The letter is a crucial document indicating VR's ideas.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of die Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland, vol. II, pp.37-40.
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to bring this matter to the atten9n of the congregation.
The meeting was closed it prayer by Brother Broek.
A. C. van Raalte

Meeting Held on November 18, 1856
Present were Elders Keppel, J. A. Wilterdink, Labots, Ploeg, Apeldoorn, and Broek;
Deacons G. W. Wilterdink, te Roller, P. de Vries, and Plugger; as well as Rev. van Raalte
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte. The minutes
were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 — A membership statement was received and accepted for Jacob den Dekker
and his daughter, Bastiane den Dekker, and baptized grandchild, Willem Dekker, from
Gorrichem.
ARTICLE 3 — A request was received and granted for the membership transfer of Maria
Rallewaard, L. H. Streng, and Roosje van der Sluis, as well as the membership statement
for Hendrik Naul.
ARTICLE 4 — It was decided to inform the congregation that on Thanksgiving Day
afternoon, the consistory, in harmony with a previous decision, will allow casting of lots
for seating in the church. Each place will cost 50 cents. Before the casting of lots takes
place, members can indicate how many places they will require. Concern has been
expressed that this may have a negative impact for those who need many seating places,
and that this may cause them to hold back from the casting of lots. In order to determine
how realistic this is, the congregation will be asked to vote on how many places will be
required. This is being done, because, for various reasons, there are those who do not
prefer this procedure or are unable to participate. If it becomes necessary, we will return
to the previous method of renting the pews.
ARTICLE 5 — Those who were not present at the previous meeting requested information
concerning the announcement of Rev. van Raalte in connection with his call to Pella.
Rev. van Raalte refers to the minutes and indicates that much has been spoken about him
and his possible departure from the congregation. He believes, however, that it is not
edifying to discuss this any further, and the elders are available to give answers. As far
as the call to Pella is concerned, in the first place, he notes the requested permission to
assist the congregation at Pella whenever circumstances require this.
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Secondly, he refers to an agreement with the congregation made later that they will do all
in their power to advance the communal concerns for education. In order to clarify this,
Rev. van Raalte read the following letter, which had been addressed to the congregations
in the classis, and requests that this communication be received as also addressed to the
(Holland) congregation.
"Honorable Brethren, grace and peace be multiplied unto you from the Father, through
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit.
"The call received from Pella weighs heavier than my congregational relationships in
Holland. However, voices are being raised that there are more general concerns which
hold me here. The general concern for school and education has brought me to earnest
contemplation before God's throne. I know that this (school and education) is the
means, next to God's recreating influence, that will preserve our Dutch people from
becoming insignificant. If we do not stagnate and are not overwhelmed by alien
influences, then, in contrast, we will remain a faithful, God-confessing people, and a
people of influence (in our world). Higher education will have to come from our own
membership and must be encouraged, if we are to totally provide for congregational and
communal needs in full. We will need as witnesses of this congregation to live in this
country, encouraging laws that promote good behavior; such as, Sabbath observance, and
refusal to misuse God's name, etc. We will need to prepare individuals to take their place
in the schools of the congregations to provide ministers in vacant churches and to do our
part in mission work. After all, in Israel it was not only the offspring of Aaron who
served as priests but the entire tribe of Levi was assigned this task, as well as many others
spread out among the people. In addition to this, the Lord set apart the firstborn for
special service. The insignificant participation in this calling made evident in the monies
contributed, and the number of students, etc., convince me that the half-hearted,
superficial participation does not measure up to the calling which God has placed in our
hands. The nine years that followed have gone in the same downward path, and confirm
that this Dutch people, as a whole, do not understand its position, calling, and need. We
know how to obtain money, good farms, etc., but are not motivated by a love for our
nation.
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"Nor could we, empowered by the strength of God's blessings, dedicate ourselves to a
nobler calling than that of education and the furtherance of a Christian society. My
conviction is so deeply rooted that for more than a year I have been contemplating
(literally pregnant with) a proposal. We could send our competent young people to the
college, and to our shame send back to our friends in the East their professor,
acknowledging that we, as people, are not ready for this gift, and that it would be wasted
on us. What is the point of this drawn-out demise? Why should we wait to hear from the
mouth of our benefactors their scornful judgment of us? Doing this will at least
maintain civic honesty. This dissolution and the loss of civic and religious influence is
the end of our labors, if we cannot and will not go further than the calling and education
of the Dutch farmer in the Netherlands, where limited education is judged adequate. I
cannot disguise the fact that my efforts have been futile in attempting to provide both for
women and men an education. The lack of response in the hearts of our people
concerning this communal cause was the last straw in all of the considerations which
loosened my attachment and cooled my ardor concerning my so-called general calling for
this people.
"If, in Pella, I cannot prevent jealousy and bring about a worthwhile example, then my
history in America in its original purpose has ended in disaster. Please excuse and have
patience with me, I beg of you, in our differences of opinion. I have freely revealed my
vision. The gravity of the matter, in my judgment, authorizes me to speak in this way.
This will also influence our discussions with our people, encouraging openness and
understanding.
"Brethren, if we are to accomplish the purpose for our immigration and our founding of
our colony here, then the cause of education, which dwells in the heart of the consistory,
is still alive. Through this, especially on the part of our people (as the consistory goes, so
goes the congregation), this purpose will be advanced. Not only should each
congregation annually send some of their offspring with adequate financial support to be
instructed in higher education, but the opportunity must also be given to these students to
live under the regulations of the competent
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and pious professor, Rev. van Vleck. We will need to obtain room and board for them.
Only in this way will the necessary and suitable development be provided for them. We
may continue to hope that our outstanding professor will remain with us for a long time.
"Several years ago, I gave to the village of Holland five acres for the purpose of placing
the necessary buildings for the school. Earlier offers for support for the buildings
dissipated because of the unemployment situation, but I continue to hope that the gift of
our academy will be used by our people and that the necessary buildings will be erected.
Our current professor, Rev. van Vleck, has agreed to oversee the discipline of the young
people, and, in addition to this, has promised $300.00 as a gift toward the building fund
He, with me, is convinced that the ongoing history of the academy and the blessing
derived from it will, with God's blessing, be essential in the furtherance of God's work.
"To reveal the seriousness of this matter, we propose to you: In the first place, to arrange
for a petition to be signed by the members of the congregation, to assist in the financing
of the buildings, with the pledges for the first phase to be received by June 1 and the
second phase by November 1, 1857. The cost of these buildings range somewhere
between $2,500.00 and $3,000.00. This most essential cause of our people, and the
needs of the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, we beg of you to consider this seriously
and prayerfully.
"Will you be so kind as to reply to me? Your silence after twelve days will also be an
answer, should the brethren not share in the vision and the suggested approach.
"May the Lord incline your hearts and direct your way to his glory and in compassion for
his people for his name's sake. Receive my prayer and my hearty fraternal greetings.
Holland, Ottawa, Mich., from your loving fellow servant.
November 18, 1856

A. C. van Raalte"

After some brotherly discussion about the above-mentioned letter, the brethren declared
their agreement and their willingness to cooperate with the goal expressed.
As far as the
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request for permission to work in Pella for an undetermined time, there was discussion
about the approximate amount of time that would be required. The conclusion arrived at
is that it is too difficult to determine how long, and, although the entire consistory
considers it a duty of love which must be shown to Pella, it will be necessary to
acknowledge the wishes of the entire congregation. Thereupon, it was decided to discuss
this Wednesday afternoon.
The meeting was closed with prayer and thanksgiving by W. van Apeldoorn.
A. C. van Raalte
Congregational Meeting held in the Church at Holland, in the
Afternoon of November 20, 1856
Present were the consistory and male members.
ARTICLE 1 — After opening the meeting with prayer, Rev. van Raalte reported
concerning the collections for benevolence causes as follows:
For the Board of Education
For Holland Academy
For Sunday evening meetings at Plugger
For the Holland Academy
For the Classical Emigration Fund
For Slag's fire
For Kampen School
Widow Funds
Collection for the poor
Building Fund
A gift for China
Domestic and foreign missions
Thanksgiving Day collection

$ 39.50
37.60
24.58
73.41
47.41
38.10
29.39
780.00
600.00
5.00
65.50
60.00

$20.00 for the Academy; $20.00 for mission work; $20.00 for the poor
The congregation thereupon was informed about the differences between the previous
fiscal year. When several large gifts from individuals are taken into consideration, it
becomes apparent that the average contributions clearly give evidence that there are many
who are neglecting their responsibilities.
ARTCLE 2— The decision of the consistory concerning the casting of lots for seating is
made public. The congregation was invited to participate in the lottery, but because only
a few persons signed up, it was decided to return to renting the pews.

